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ANNUAL SUMMARY REPORT, ACADEMIC YEAR 2025–2026 

The 2025–2026 academic year was another difficult year for Israeli society and its legal system. It 

began and ended in the shadow of war, including the fighting with Iran and the many challenges it 

brought. 

For our clinical community, the year was also marked by a devastating personal loss. On June 14, 

2025, our student Shada Khatib, of blessed memory, a student in the Human Rights Clinic, was 

killed together with her mother, sister, and aunt when an Iranian missile struck their home in Tamra. 

Shada was a bright, sensitive, and deeply committed student who cared greatly about social justice 

and human rights. She believed in the power of law to give a voice to people who are often not 

heard, and hoped to dedicate her professional life to this work.  

Shada’s memory stays with us. Her commitment to equality, human dignity, dialogue, and human 

rights will continue to guide the Human Rights Clinic and our clinical program as a whole. At a 

time of deep division and uncertainty, we believe it is especially important to hold on to these 

values and to educate future lawyers who see the person behind every legal case and approach their 

work with professionalism and compassion. 

This year also reminded us that long periods of emergency do more than create new legal problems. 

They can make it harder for people to exercise rights they already have. When public institutions 

are focused on the immediate consequences of war, disadvantaged communities and issues that are 

seen as less urgent can easily be pushed aside. This is where the clinics have an especially important 

role: making sure that people who are not at the center of public attention still have access to legal 

assistance, representation, and justice. 

At the same time, the legal profession is changing quickly. Artificial intelligence is already 

changing the way lawyers, courts, and public authorities work. It creates new opportunities, but also 

new legal and ethical questions. We believe it is important to prepare our students for this changing 

reality. We are therefore beginning to integrate AI tools into the work of the clinics in a careful and 

responsible way. We want our students to become familiar with new technologies while continuing 

to follow the highest standards of professional ethics, privacy, accuracy, and quality of 

representation. Our goal is to prepare them for the legal profession they are about to enter. 

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who makes the work of the clinics possible. First and 

foremost, we thank our clinical instructors, who bring their knowledge, experience, and dedication 

to our students and clients every day. Special thanks to the Clinics’ Professional Director, Adv. 
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Reut Cohen, for her leadership, creativity, and extraordinary dedication, and to our Administrative 

Director, Daphna Biran-Kolish, whose dedicated work makes so much of our activity possible. 

We are also grateful to the attorneys who generously give their time and professional support to the 

clinics: Adv. Adi Arman, Adv. Ella Ben-Dor, and Adv. Noy Matzliach of Lipa Meir & Co.; 

Erdinast, Ben Nathan, Toledano & Co.; Gil Ron, Keinan & Co.; Adv. Haran Reichman; Adv. Ori 

Charag of Ori Charag Law Offices; Adv. Shlomo Cohen of Naschitz, Brandes, Amir & Co.; and 

Adv. Yaniv Metlas. We thank them for sharing their experience and helping us train the next 

generation of lawyers. 

Our thanks also go to our academic instructors, to the students who took part in the clinics this year, 

to the Faculty and University leadership, and to our many partners in public institutions, civil 

society organizations, law firms, and academic institutions in Israel and abroad. Their cooperation 

and support are an important part of everything we can achieve. 

Dr. Maayan Sudai 

Academic Director, The Clinics for Law and Social Change 

Faculty of Law, University of Haifa 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

During the 2025–2026 academic year, eight legal clinics operated at the University of Haifa Faculty 

of Law, with 105 students combining practical legal work with academic study. The clinics represent 

clients, provide legal advice, promote policy change, and use mediation and other tools to resolve 

disputes. Each clinic has a different focus. The Legal Feminism Clinic, Human Rights Clinic, and 

Human Rights in Civil Proceedings Clinic mainly represent individual clients, while also working 

on cases and projects aimed at broader change. The Environmental Justice Clinic combines 

individual representation with extensive policy work and aims to expand its work into environmental 

class-action litigation. The Law, Technology and Cyber Clinic focuses on policy and legal 

challenges related to new technologies. The Mediation and Dispute Resolution Clinic uses mediation 

and other ADR tools to help people resolve conflicts. The Legal Aid in Wartime Clinic assists 

people affected by the war and the events of October 7, including survivors of the attacks, reservists, 

Nova festival survivors, and evacuees. In the Public Defender Clinic, students work alongside public 

defenders representing defendants and detainees in criminal cases. 

Summary Table – all clinics (2025–2026) 

Category Aggregate figure 

Total matters handled (initial advice + 

ongoing accompaniment) 
226 

Of these, representation before judicial 

and quasi-judicial tribunals  
33 

Freedom of Information requests filed 43 (plus 1 in preparation) 

Letters and applications to public 

authorities 
89 

Position papers, policy documents and 

guides 
22 

Mediations / dispute resolution / 

mediation observations 

8 mediations (general) + 7 divorce mediation 

inquiries + 41 observations of Labor Court 

mediations  

Impact litigation and policy cases 19 
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Community workshops / trainings 

(number and estimated participants) 

17 workshops; at least 258 documented 

participants 

Appearances at conferences / committees  28 

Educational field trips   9 

Media appearances  15+ 

Impact 

Financial impact Non-monetary outcomes  Policy and Systemic Impact 

•  Total reported financial 

impact: approx. NIS 342,400 

(the sum of the two clinics that 

reported an exact monetary 

figure). 

• NIS 183,000 — 

cancellation/reduction of 

debts; refunds from banks and 

credit companies; small claims 

settlements — Human Rights 

in Civil Proceedings Clinic. 

• Approx. NIS 159,400 in one-

time payments, plus ongoing 

benefits secured — Legal Aid 

in Wartime Clinic. 

• Full recovery of funds lost to 

fraud amounting to tens of 

thousands of dollars for a 

client who is a migrant worker 

(Human Rights Clinic). 

 

 

• Extension of residence 

permits; placement of a 

minor in an educational 

setting; reinstatement of an 

employee (Human Rights 

Clinic). 

• Favorable interim rulings 

for defendants in a SLAPP 

case (Legal Feminism Clinic 

and Human Rights in Civil 

Proceedings Clinic). 

• Commitments by local 

municipality to remove a 

fence and to relocate 

temporary structures 

(Environmental Justice 

Clinic). 

• Settlement agreements 

reached in about half of the 

mediations (Mediation and 

Dispute Resolution Clinic). 

 

 

 

• Formal request to the 

Supervisor of Banks to change 

policy on the issuance of 

checkbooks (Human Rights in 

Civil Proceedings Clinic). 

• Advancement of proposed 

legislation to amend the 

Benefits for Victims of Hostile 

Acts Law (Legal Aid in 

Wartime Clinic). 

• Identification of accessibility 

gaps in health services for the 

Ethiopian community (Human 

Rights Clinic). 

• Position papers and guides on 

women’s health and rights 

before religious courts (Legal 

Feminism Clinic). 

• 7 position papers, 26 Freedom 

of Information requests, and 9 

environmental impact cases 

(Environmental Justice Clinic). 

• 8 position papers and 

publications, and a digital 

accessibility index under 

development (Law, Technology 

and Cyber Clinic). 

• First place in an international 

intercultural dialogue 

competition (Mediation and 

Dispute Resolution Clinic). 
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2. CLINIC-BY-CLINIC DETAIL  

The following chapters present the work of each of the eight clinics: its goals, key figures, individual 

cases, major outcomes, policy work, and community and media activity. To protect our clients’ 

privacy, case descriptions do not include names, case numbers, or other identifying information. The 

data tables reflect the information reported by each clinic, and categories for which no data was 

reported are not shown. 

Table of Contents 

Page Clinic 

7-10 The Legal Feminism Clinic 

11-14 

 

The Human Rights Clinic 

 

15-18 
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19-23 
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31-34 
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35 

 

The Public Defender’s Office and Criminal Justice System Clinic 
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THE LEGAL FEMINISM CLINIC 

Number of students: 16  

Clinical instructor: Adv. Efrat Lupo Moskovitch | Academic instructor: Prof. Noya Rimalt 

The clinic provides legal advice and representation on a wide range of issues related to women’s 

rights and gender equality, including sexual and gender-based violence, divorce and family matters, 

employment and health rights, and the protection of activists and journalists facing defamation 

lawsuits aimed at silencing reports of sexual harassment (SLAPPs). Alongside its work with 

individual clients, the clinic promotes policy change and conducts applied research on gender-

related issues, in collaboration with the Faculty’s Forum for Law and Gender. 

A. Quantitative Data 

Indicator Figure 

Total matters handled 27 

Of these, cases involving representation in legal 

proceedings 
12 

Freedom of Information requests 1 (in preparation, not yet fully filed) 

Letters and applications to public authorities 4 

Position papers, policy documents and guides 4 

Impact litigation and policy cases 2 

Community workshops / trainings 
1 workshop (in Russian) + 2 advice days (3 

clients at each session) 

Policy advocacy meetings 1 (roundtable, June 2026) 

Educational field trips  1 
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B. Individual Casework 

• Representation of defendants in defamation suits (SLAPP): The clinic handled three cases 

this year involving activists, journalists and complainants facing defamation lawsuits after 

exposing sexual abuse in therapeutic and spiritual settings. The clinic argues that these are 

SLAPP suits intended to silence public discussion and deter others from speaking out. In two 

cases, the courts found indications that the lawsuits were SLAPPs, and in one ordered the 

plaintiffs to post NIS 500,000 in security. All three cases are ongoing. 

• Petition concerning the use of a deceased relative’s frozen eggs: After the Exceptions 

Committee under the Ova Donation Law rejected a request to use frozen eggs in accordance 

with the deceased’s will, the clinic is preparing a petition to the High Court of Justice, as well as 

a Freedom of Information request concerning the Committee’s decision. The case raises 

important questions about the scope of the law and the legal status of a deceased person’s 

wishes. 

• Representation in Small Claims Court: The clinic assisted a client who was sued by her 

former partner for emotional harm and defamation, against the background of an abusive 

relationship and previous police complaints. The clinic helped prepare her statement of defense 

and counterclaim. The hearing is expected to take place in the coming academic year. 

• Assistance in proceedings with public authorities and employers: The clinic assisted clients 

in approximately eight matters that did not involve court representation. These included 

responding to a defamation warning letter sent to a woman who had reported harassment; 

helping a young woman from an abusive family resolve issues concerning her citizenship, name 

and religion in the population registry; addressing alleged discrimination by a bank based on a 

partner’s financial situation; assisting with an appeal that led to the reopening of a closed assault 

case; assisting a survivor of sexual violence in proceedings involving the offender, including an 

unsuccessful mediation; helping a survivor of sexual violence apply for rehabilitation benefits; 

In February 2026, a married couple approached the clinic for help in carrying out the wishes 

of the deceased sister of one of them. Before her death from cancer, she stated in her will that 

she wanted her frozen eggs to be fertilized with the sperm of her brother’s husband, so that 

the couple could become parents to the child. After two applications to the Exceptions 

Committee under the Ova Donation Law were rejected, the clinic conducted extensive legal 

research and consulted experts in the field. The case raises complex and novel questions about 

parenthood, the wishes of the deceased, and the best interests of the child. The clinic is now 

preparing a petition challenging the Committee’s decision, together with Adv. Haran 

Reichman, who is assisting pro bono. 
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providing ongoing advice on debt issues to another survivor; and assisting in a harassment case 

involving a party to a previous mediation agreement. 

C. Impact Cases and Policy Work 

Silencing suits (SLAPP) against complainants and public activists: Based on its work in several 

individual cases, the clinic is developing specialized legal expertise in this area, together with another 

clinic and a law firm providing pro bono assistance. This work aims to protect freedom of expression 

against the use of civil lawsuits to silence critical public discussion. Status: three cases pending. 

Petition concerning the use of the ova of a deceased relative: This precedent-setting case 

concerns the relationship between the Ova Donation Law and the deceased’s express wishes in her 

will. The case may help clarify the scope of the law, the status of a deceased person’s frozen eggs, 

the considerations of the Exceptions Committee, and the ability of family members to carry out the 

deceased’s wishes. Status: High Court petition in preparation. 

D. Impact 

• Non-monetary outcomes: interim rulings in favor of SLAPP defendants in two proceedings. 

• Policy impact: The clinic prepared two position papers, on pain management in gynecological 

procedures and access to contraception for minors, as well as two rights guides following 

legislation expanding the authority of rabbinical courts to conduct arbitration with the parties’ 

consent. The clinic is also preparing an inquiry to the Ministry of Justice’s Counseling and 

Legislation Department concerning hospital acute care centers. 

E. Community, Outreach and Media 

• Community partnership: The clinic continued its collaboration with a Haifa center for the 

prevention of domestic violence. The project is still developing in response to needs on the 

ground and has so far included individual and group legal advice and legal information for 

support groups. One session was held for a Russian-speaking group; another was cancelled due 

to the wartime situation and replaced with written legal information. 

• Roundtable on access to contraception: In June 2026, the clinic held a roundtable on access to 

contraception for minors without parental knowledge or consent, with representatives from the 

Ministry of Health, health funds and women’s organizations. The event was part of a joint 

project with the Faculty’s Forum for Law and Gender. 

• Educational field trip: In January 2026, the clinic visited the acute care center for survivors of 

sexual violence at Bnai Zion Medical Center in Haifa. The visit raised an important issue 
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concerning the requirement to open a child investigation even when the survivor does not wish 

to pursue criminal proceedings. 

• Media coverage: In June 2026, the clinic’s work received media coverage following a court 

decision requiring unusually high security in a SLAPP case (to the article). 

 

https://www.mako.co.il/news-law/2026_q2/Article-25f3bf88b5eae91027.htm
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS CLINIC 

Number of students: 15 

Clinical instructor: Adv. Abeer Baker  

The clinic provides legal representation, advice and policy advocacy for disadvantaged 

communities, including migrants and people without legal status, victims of crime, women 

experiencing violence, the LGBTQ+ community, older adults and minority groups. Its work 

combines individual representation before public authorities and courts with broader impact cases, 

Freedom of Information requests and policy work. 

A. Quantitative Data 

Indicator Figure 

Total matters handled 107 

Of these, active representation before judicial 

and quasi-judicial tribunals 
5 

Freedom of Information requests 15 

Demand letters and applications to authorities / 

civil society / employers 
42 

Position papers / policy documents 1 

Active impact cases 2 

Educational field trips 4 

Appearances at conferences / committees 9 
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B. Individual Casework 

•  Legal status for a homeless client: The clinic assisted a client referred by a homeless shelter 

with obtaining legal status. The case was put on hold due to difficulties maintaining contact and 

cooperation with the client.  

•  Recovery of funds for a migrant worker: The clinic assisted a migrant worker who lost tens 

of thousands of dollars in a fraud scheme. After her police complaint was closed, the clinic sent 

demand letters and involved authorities in her home country. The full amount was eventually 

recovered.  

•  Families of victims of serious crimes: The clinic continued to represent families of murder 

and homicide victims in appeals and parole proceedings, helping protect their rights as victims 

of crime. In one case, after a prisoner was released early without the family being notified, the 

clinic contacted the Israel Prison Service for an explanation and the hearing record.  

•  Humanitarian status for a Palestinian LGBTQ+ client: The clinic assisted a young 

Palestinian man seeking humanitarian status after fleeing violence and threats because of his 

sexual orientation. An administrative petition was prepared, but the client left Israel for refuge 

in a third country before it was filed.  

•  Legal opinion for an asylum case abroad: The clinic prepared a legal opinion on women at 

risk and the protection provided by Israeli authorities for an asylum proceeding outside Israel. 

The work included research and three Freedom of Information requests. The opinion was 

completed, translated into English and submitted to the attorney handling the asylum case.  

•  Assistance to a trafficking and sexual exploitation survivor: The clinic assisted a woman 

without legal status who is also living with diabetes. The clinic referred her for free legal 

representation available to trafficking victims, helped prepare an application to renew her 

residence permit, and sought free medical care for her. Her request for legal representation was 

approved, and she is now receiving ongoing support.  

A young Palestinian woman was referred to the clinic by an organization assisting homeless 

women. She had fled her home after experiencing sexual abuse at age 16 and later being 

forced to marry a man about 30 years older than her. After escaping the marriage, she 

eventually fled to Israel, where she was forced to support herself through prostitution. She 

also suffers from a serious chronic illness and, without health insurance, accumulated 

significant medical debt, leading the hospital to place a lien on her bank account. The clinic 

worked on several fronts: referring her to the Legal Aid Department for free representation 

as a trafficking victim, helping prepare materials for her application for humanitarian status, 

and contacting patient organizations to help her obtain medication. Her request for legal aid 

was approved, and the clinic continues to assist her in securing legal status. 
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•  Educational program for children at risk: The clinic became involved when an accessibility 

requirement threatened the closure of an educational and social program serving children at risk 

in a disadvantaged Haifa neighborhood. The clinic collected powers of attorney and statements 

from families and conducted a site visit. Further legal action will depend on the municipality’s 

decision at the beginning of the next school year.  

•  Ongoing legal status cases: The clinic continued assisting four clients seeking legal status 

after fleeing domestic violence, human trafficking or persecution based on sexual orientation. 

Residence permits were extended in several cases, including some for 12 months, longer than 

previously granted. One extension was denied and another case was delayed due to difficulties 

cooperating with the client.  

•  Humanitarian status for an Ethiopian mother: The clinic continues to represent an 

Ethiopian woman, the mother of an Israeli child, who applied for humanitarian status after 

leaving her Israeli partner because of domestic violence. After her application was rejected and 

she was told to leave Israel, the clinic filed an urgent appeal. The Appeals Tribunal ordered that 

she not be removed from Israel while the case is pending.  

•  Citizenship appeal before the Supreme Court: The clinic represents a young man of 

Ethiopian origin whose citizenship process was not completed when he immigrated to Israel. 

After the clinic opposed repeated requests by the State for extensions, the Supreme Court 

criticized the delays and granted a shorter extension than requested. The case is ongoing.  

•  Legal status for a psychiatric patient: The clinic is assisting a hospitalized psychiatric patient 

in obtaining legal status needed for her release into the community, in coordination with the 

medical team.  

•  Changing the grounds for closing criminal investigations: The clinic is handling two 

separate cases seeking to change the grounds on which police investigations were closed. Both 

are still pending. 

C. Impact Cases and Policy Work 

•  Access to healthcare for the Ethiopian community: Following Freedom of Information 

requests and independent checks of healthcare hotlines, the clinic identified significant gaps in 

access to services in Amharic, contrary to Ministry of Health guidelines. Together with the 

Haifa Municipality Welfare Department and members of the Ethiopian community, the clinic 

contacted healthcare providers and the Ministry of Health, calling for stronger oversight and 

enforcement. Status: awaiting responses from the healthcare providers and the Ministry of 

Health.  
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•  Rights of older adults in Arab local authorities: The clinic is examining how the rights of 

older adults are implemented in Arab municipalities, including the accessibility of information 

on municipal websites and awareness of rights among older residents. The project includes an 

Arabic-language questionnaire and Freedom of Information requests to local authorities and the 

Ministry for Social Equality. The findings will serve as a basis for meetings with older residents 

and future policy work. Status: initial information-gathering stage. 

D. Impact 

Financial impact: The clinic helped secure the full recovery of funds lost to fraud by a migrant 

worker.  

Non-monetary outcomes: Residence permits were extended, some for 12 months; a minor was 

placed in an educational program with support hours and transportation; and an employee was 

reinstated following negotiations.  

Policy impact: The clinic identified systemic gaps in access to healthcare and laid the groundwork 

for action with the Ministry of Health and healthcare providers. It also began mapping the rights of 

older adults in Arab local authorities as a basis for future policy work. 

E. Community, Outreach and Media 

Community visits and meetings: Four visits and community meetings, including Carmel Medical 

Center, Lotem, a neighborhood in Haifa, and an Ethiopian community center.  

Conferences and public events: Nine appearances at conferences and seminars, including six 

panels and events on human rights and minority rights, as well as participation in and moderation of 

legal and public events.  

Media and publications: Four podcasts in Arabic, two videos, and five opinion pieces on legal and 

current affairs, as well as media interviews with the clinic’s director on human rights, legal reform, 

and minority rights. 
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS IN CIVIL PROCEEDINGS CLINIC 

Number of students: 8 (half clinic) 

Clinical instructor: Adv. Reut Cohen | Academic instructor: Dr. Lihi Yona  

The clinic provides civil legal advice and representation to vulnerable populations, particularly 

older adults who have fallen victim to financial and consumer fraud, as well as people facing 

problems with public authorities, banks and other institutions. Alongside individual cases, the clinic 

works on broader cases addressing the responsibility of banks and financial institutions toward 

victims of fraud and exploitation. 

A. Quantitative Data 

Indicator Figure 

Total matters handled 45 

Of these, active representation before judicial 

and quasi-judicial tribunals 
8 

Freedom of Information requests 2 

Demand letters / applications to authorities 15 

Position papers / policy documents 1 

Active impact cases 
3 (including participation in a joint case with 

the Legal Feminism Clinic) 

 

B. Individual Casework 

In September 2025, the clinic appealed to the Supervisor of Banks on behalf of an older 

woman who had lost NIS 200,000 in a cryptocurrency scam involving deepfake videos of well-

known financial figures. The scammer gained remote access to her computer, took out loans 

and transferred funds from her account. The bank initially agreed to refund half the amount, 

but only if she signed a waiver of future claims. The clinic argued that the bank had failed to 

identify unusual transactions and appealed the decision. In March 2026, the Supervisor 

ordered the bank to refund NIS 110,000 without requiring the client to waive her rights. The 

clinic has since filed a complaint with the Capital Market Authority seeking recovery of the 

remaining funds from another financial service provider involved in the transfers. 
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Most of the clinic’s ongoing cases involved older adults who had fallen victim to increasingly 

sophisticated financial scams. These included both online fraud and hidden loan agreements, 

particularly “buy now, pay later” (BNPL) arrangements: 

•  Older adults affected by BNPL schemes: The clinic handled two cases involving misleading 

loan agreements. One involved an older woman with a disability who was charged NIS 24,000 

for cosmetic treatments; the other involved a Russian-speaking woman whose identity was 

stolen for a NIS 20,000 transaction. Legal proceedings were filed based on claims of deception, 

forgery and undue influence. In the second case, the lender withdrew its claim and refunded 

NIS 17,000; the first case is still pending.  

•  Older adults affected by online financial scams: The clinic handled four cases involving 

investment, cryptocurrency, Bit payment and deepfake scams, with losses ranging from NIS 

5,000 to approximately NIS 400,000. The clinic contacted banks, payment companies and 

financial regulators on the clients’ behalf. In two cases, clients received full or partial refunds of 

NIS 31,000 and NIS 110,000; the other cases remain under review.  

•  Delayed home medical care: The clinic filed a complaint with the Ministry of Health after an 

older woman waited more than four hours for a home doctor service included in the public 

health basket. The health fund apologized, but no further action was taken.  

•  Housing and transportation accessibility: The clinic advised older clients in a dispute with a 

landlord who refused to repair a solar water heater and in a case concerning accessible 

transportation to the airport for a wheelchair user. The latter is awaiting a response from Israel 

Railways.  

•  Small Claims Court: The clinic assisted an asylum seeker whose credit rating was harmed by 

an unlawful bank lien. A clinic student received permission to represent him, and the case ended 

in a NIS 4,000 settlement in his favor.  

•  Insolvency proceedings: The clinic is representing a transgender woman, formerly from the 

ultra-Orthodox community, in insolvency proceedings through a program for people involved in 

prostitution. She is also receiving financial and social support. The case is ongoing.  

•  Debt imposed on the wrong person: The clinic assisted a client recovering from addiction 

who faced collection proceedings for a debt that was not his. The clinic submitted a legal 

request, supported by evidence, to the municipality and water corporation and is awaiting their 

response.  

•  Transportation for children in special education: The clinic assisted parents after a change 

in the school transportation route significantly increased their children’s travel time. A request 

for clarification was sent to the local authority.  
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•  Consumer deception: The clinic assisted a young woman from the periphery who was misled 

into a loan agreement. Following legal research and negotiations, she received an NIS 11,000 

refund out of NIS 12,000.  

•  Income support for an older immigrant: The clinic represents a Russian-speaking older man 

who lives solely on an old-age pension in a claim for income support from the National 

Insurance Institute. The case concerns an apartment in Moscow that he is unable to sell or earn 

income from, partly because of difficulties obtaining documents from Russia due to 

international sanctions. A hearing is scheduled for September. 

C. Impact Cases and Policy Work 

Bank responsibility for preventing financial fraud against older adults: The clinic filed a 

precedent-setting civil claim on behalf of an older woman who transferred approximately NIS 

80,000 to scammers. The case argues that banks have a greater responsibility to identify known 

fraud patterns when vulnerable clients are targeted. Together with a coalition of organizations, the 

clinic also approached the Bank of Israel and the Ministry of Communications, leading to meetings 

with both. Status: ongoing; preliminary hearing scheduled for September 2026.  

Unlawful detention conditions: The clinic filed two civil claims concerning detainees held in cells 

without basic conditions, including mattresses, toilets or hot meals. The cases resulted in 

compensation of NIS 7,000 in one case and NIS 2,500 in the other. The cases aim to help establish 

standards for compensation in an area with little existing case law. Status: both cases concluded.  

SLAPP suits against complainants and public activists: Together with the Legal Feminism 

Clinic, the clinic represents defendants in defamation cases aimed at silencing public criticism. 

Further details appear in the Legal Feminism Clinic chapter. 

D. Impact 

• Financial impact: The clinic secured or recovered a total of NIS 183,000 for clients during the 

year.  

• Non-monetary outcomes: Debts were cancelled and objections in enforcement proceedings 

were accepted; bank decisions were also changed following appeals to the Supervisor of Banks.  

• Policy impact: Together with the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, the clinic approached 

the Supervisor of Banks regarding checkbook issuance policies. Although the request was 

rejected, the Supervisor asked for specific cases for further review. A Freedom of Information 
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request also showed increased access to rights following an earlier change in procedures by the 

Insolvency Commissioner. 

E. Community, Outreach and Media 

• Immediate access to legal assistance: The clinic operated a hotline by email and phone for initial 

inquiries and referrals. 

• “Not a single warning light went on at the bank”: How NIS 200,000 was stolen from an older 

woman in just one month (TheMarker, September 2025) (to the article). 

• “She transferred all her savings to fraudsters: ‘How did the Postal Bank not think to look into 

it?’” (TheMarker, December 2025) (to the article). 

• “The Association for Civil Rights in Israel to the Bank of Israel: Sending an SMS is not enough 

to protect customers from scams” (TheMarker, September 2025) (to the article).  

• Parkinson’s patient detained in harsh conditions — police ordered to compensate him (to the 

article). 

• Organization promoting “sacred sexuality” sues Israeli for millions (N12/Mako) — coverage of 

the SLAPP case handled jointly with the Legal Feminism Clinic (to the article). 

 

https://www.themarker.com/markets/2025-09-28/ty-article/.premium/00000199-8b8f-d04a-adfd-bf8f5cc80000
https://www.themarker.com/markets/2025-12-29/ty-article/.premium/0000019b-6601-d988-a59f-ff05e1780000
https://www.themarker.com/markets/2025-09-07/ty-article/.premium/00000199-247a-d487-a3d9-a47f5c2f0000
https://www.kan.org.il/content/kan-news/local/993960/
https://www.kan.org.il/content/kan-news/local/993960/
https://www.mako.co.il/news-law/2026_q2/Article-25f3bf88b5eae91027.htm
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CLINIC 

Number of students: 15 

Clinical instructor: Adv. Inbar Druyan  

The clinic promotes environmental justice through legal representation and advice, Freedom of 

Information requests, and policy work. Its work addresses issues such as water and air pollution, 

public access to beaches and natural resources, corporate environmental responsibility, the removal 

of polluting industries from populated areas, and the promotion of a circular economy and 

sustainable consumption. 

A. Quantitative Data 

Indicator Figure 

Total matters handled 12 

Of these, legal accompaniment towards a 

hearing before judicial tribunals 
4 

Freedom of Information requests 26 

Demand letters / applications to authorities 10 

Position papers / policy documents 7 

Active impact cases 9 

Community workshops / trainings 1 (approx. 30 participants) 

Appearances at conferences / committees 2 

Policy advocacy meetings 15  

Educational field trips 4  
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B. Individual Casework 

•  Bat Galim “Casino” campaign: The clinic represented local residents in their efforts to 

restore public access to Bat Galim Beach in Haifa, which had been blocked for years by the 

fenced “Casino” compound. Following requests by an environmental coalition, the clinic 

examined the legality of the lease arrangement and the Israel Land Authority’s failure to enforce 

its terms. After exhausting administrative remedies, including a formal demand concerning the 

unlawful obstruction of public access, the clinic prepared an administrative petition against the 

Authority. In parallel, the municipality committed to removing the fence, and the petition is 

expected to be filed shortly.  

•  Legal assistance to a community food rescue initiative: The clinic prepared a legal opinion 

for a local nonprofit that received a warning prior to an administrative fine for operating a 

community food rescue initiative in Haifa. The opinion examines the legal framework 

governing food rescue in Israel and the legal arguments available to the organization.  

•  Legal Support for the “Shtar Galim” community initiative: The clinic continued to provide 

legal and regulatory support to a local circular economy initiative promoting a community 

currency and the reuse of furniture and household items. The clinic examined the project’s legal 

and planning aspects, drafted a policy paper, and continues to advise the initiative and facilitate 

cooperation with municipal authorities.  

•  Public access to Acre Beach: The clinic assisted residents concerned about temporary 

structures placed on the shoreline in Acre. After submitting Freedom of Information requests 

and reviewing planning documents, the clinic provided legal advice, and the local authority 

committed to relocating the structures.  

•  Industrial water pollution: The clinic investigated pollution of a local stream by collecting 

discharge permits and obtaining information through Freedom of Information requests to 

several government agencies. Following its legal assessment, the clinic decided to pursue a civil 

action against an identified polluter and prepared a pre-litigation demand letter.  

•  Public access to the shore of the Sea of Galilee (“Bora Bora” Beach): The clinic developed 

the legal and factual basis for a class action concerning restrictions on public access to the 

A Haifa resident who runs a volunteer food donation station in a community garden 

approached the clinic after receiving a warning from the municipality that she could be fined 

for her activity. The station collects food that would otherwise be thrown away and makes it 

available to people who need it. The clinic conducted legal research on food rescue and 

donation in Israel and prepared a legal opinion supporting her activity and setting out her 

arguments before the municipality. The case reflects an important part of the clinic’s work: 

supporting local community initiatives that promote environmental sustainability. 
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shoreline. The case originated in an environmental class action competition and is continuing in 

collaboration with external counsel.  

•  Additional public inquiries: The clinic conducted preliminary legal reviews of additional 

environmental concerns, including sewage discharge into streams, asbestos hazards, noise 

nuisances from industrial areas and truck parking facilities, and compensation mechanisms for 

farmers in northern Israel, referring or advising applicants where appropriate.  

C. Impact Cases and Policy Work 

Corporate liability for environmental harm (amicus curiae): The clinic is examining the 

personal liability of corporate directors and senior officers for failures in environmental oversight, 

and the role of environmental considerations in corporate governance. The case raises a precedent-

setting question regarding the scope of corporate oversight duties under Israeli law. An application 

to join the proceedings as amicus curiae is currently being prepared.  

Implementation of the government decision to phase out the petrochemical industry in Haifa 

Bay: The clinic is monitoring the implementation of the government’s decision to relocate the 

petrochemical industry from Haifa Bay, in cooperation with the Haifa Bay Municipal 

Environmental Association. The project includes monitoring environmental pollution, opposing the 

construction of a new power plant, and addressing the rights of workers and students affected by the 

transition. The initiative has significant implications for public health and environmental protection 

in one of Israel’s most densely populated regions.  

Enforcement of recycling targets under the Packaging Law: The clinic is examining the 

performance of the corporation responsible for implementing Israel’s Extended Producer 

Responsibility (EPR) regime, including its enforcement activities toward manufacturers, importers, 

and local authorities, as well as disparities in recycling infrastructure between municipalities. The 

project raises important questions concerning state oversight of a statutory monopoly and the 

enforcement of environmental obligations. The research is at an advanced stage, and legal action is 

under consideration.  

Producer responsibility and sustainable consumption: In collaboration with academic partners 

and environmental organizations, the clinic is conducting consumer research and developing policy 

recommendations on product durability, the “right to repair,” and the environmental impact of fast-

consumption patterns.  
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Enforcement of environmental commitments concerning discharges into the Jordan River: 

Following an assessment of possible contempt of court proceedings based on previous settlement 

agreements, the clinic concluded that legislative reform would provide a more effective solution. A 

draft legislative proposal is currently being developed. 

D. Impact 

Non-monetary outcomes: Secured commitments from local authorities to remove a fence 

blocking public access to a beach and to relocate temporary structures unlawfully placed along the 

shoreline.  

Policy impact: The Clinic prepared seven policy papers and legal position documents, addressing 

issues such as dynamic food pricing (in collaboration with other clinics and civil society 

organizations), the environmental costs of consumer culture, environmental impact assessment 

requirements, amendments to Water Authority procedures, pollution of the Jordan River, the 

environmental implications of damage to energy infrastructure during the Iran conflict, and the 

“Shtar Galim” community currency initiative. The clinic also submitted 26 Freedom of Information 

requests, which served as the basis for obtaining critical environmental information, and 10 formal 

demand letters and submissions to public authorities in support of environmental enforcement and 

policy change. 

E. Community, Outreach and Media 

• Community outreach: As part of efforts to support the recovery of southern Israel, the Clinic 

delivered a public lecture at Kibbutz Gevim on consumer culture, producer responsibility, and the 

environmental consequences of overconsumption, attended by approximately 30 participants. 

• Conferences and professional engagement: The clinic presented its work at the Law, Society 

and Environment Conference and participated in District Court proceedings in Nof HaGalil as 

part of its ongoing work on the Bora Bora Beach public access case.  

• Policy meetings: The clinic held numerous policy meetings with government ministries, 

including the Ministry of Environmental Protection and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 

Security, the Israel Competition Authority, the President’s Israeli Climate Forum, municipal 

authorities, and the Israel Oceanographic and Limnological Research institute, to advance its 

environmental policy initiatives.  

Environmental Class Action Competition: Students from the Environmental Justice Clinic 

worked in teams to develop legal cases for potential environmental class action lawsuits. 

Throughout the competition, they received guidance from experienced attorneys, including a 
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senior litigation partner specializing in class actions at EBN – Erdinast, Ben Nathan, Toledano. 

They also took part in legal workshops and received support from the Gachlilit (Firefly) 

Association and Tel Aviv University’s Environmental Justice Clinic. The competition concluded 

with an event where the teams presented their cases before a panel of legal experts from Gil Ron, 

Keinan & Co., the Hatzlacha Association, Tel Aviv University, and the Gachlilit (Firefly) 

Association.  

• Educational field trips: Students participated in field visits to the Bat Galim Casino site and the 

Shtar Galim community initiative (January 2026), Bora Bora Beach on the Sea of Galilee (June 

2026), the Hiriya Recycling Park as part of an environmental hackathon (June 2026). An 

additional field visit to northern Israel was cancelled due to security considerations.  

• Media coverage: The clinic’s work received broad media attention, including two opinion pieces 

published in Maariv on the Shtar Galim initiative and on environmental enforcement (to the 

article), a feature in Calcalist highlighting the clinic’s environmental advocacy (to the article), 

and interviews for i24NEWS and KAN 11 regarding the environmental consequences of the 

damage to the Bazan petrochemical complex and its impact on residents of Haifa Bay. 

 

https://www.maariv.co.il/news/opinions/article-1283577
https://www.maariv.co.il/news/opinions/article-1283577
https://www.calcalist.co.il/local_news/article/rymk0jhvlx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2L6VvEci-I
http://facebook.com/reel/2053461831866404/?rdid=pTmUrxD23D317PU3&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fv%2F1JWT68qarS%2F
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THE LAW, TECHNOLOGY AND CYBER CLINIC 

Number of students: 14 

Clinical instructor: Adv. Dr. Dalit Ken-Dror Feldman | Academic instructor: Prof. Michal Gal 

The clinic conducts applied research and promotes policy on legal issues related to technology and 

cyber, including the use of artificial intelligence in the justice system, education and mediation, 

privacy, data deletion and the unlearning problem, and digital accessibility for older adults and 

disadvantaged communities. Rather than representing individual clients, the clinic focuses on policy 

work, using position papers, responses to proposed regulation and participation in professional 

forums to influence decision-makers. 

A. Quantitative Data 

Indicator Figure 

Demand letters / official responses to 

authorities 

2 (responses to legislative/regulatory 

proposals; detailed in the policy chapter) 

Position papers / policy documents / 

publications 
8 

Active impact cases 1 

Community workshops / trainings 4 (approx. 176 participants in aggregate) 

Appearances at conferences / committees 8 (approx. 340 participants in aggregate) 

Policy advocacy meetings 4  

 

The rapid shift to digital services creates significant barriers for people who are less 

comfortable using technology, particularly older adults. Services that were once provided in 

person can become harder to access, leaving some people excluded from essential everyday 

services. The clinic works to promote digital services while also ensuring accessible 

alternatives for those who cannot use them. This year, the clinic responded to proposed 

legislation and regulation and worked with civil society organizations to promote policies that 

protect equal access to services for older adults in the digital age. 
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B. Position Papers and Publications 

This clinic focuses on research and policy and does not represent individual clients. 

• AI in legal clinics: The clinic developed a practical guide for the use of AI tools in legal clinics, 

addressing privacy, professional ethics and the safe integration of AI into legal work. The guide 

is in its final editing stage and will first be shared with the University of Haifa’s legal clinics.  

• AI in the justice system: Together with Prof. Orna Rabinovich-Einy’s ERC Lab at the Faculty, 

the clinic examined regulation in Israel and abroad and is developing principles for the 

responsible use of AI in the justice system, with a focus on due process and fundamental rights. 

The position paper is in advanced stages of preparation.  

• AI in education: The clinic is examining the legal implications of using AI in education, 

focusing on privacy, students’ rights and equal opportunities. The position paper is expected to 

be published next academic year.  

• Data deletion and AI training: The clinic is examining the right to delete data used to train AI 

models and the gap between legal requirements and the technological capabilities of machine 

unlearning. A position paper for regulators is currently being prepared.  

• Digital notices and toll-road payments: Together with the Israeli Internet Association, the 

clinic submitted comments on proposed legislation, highlighting the potential impact of digital-

only notices on older adults and disadvantaged communities.  

• Digital banking services: Together with the Israeli Internet Association, the clinic responded to 

a proposal by the Supervisor of Banks, emphasizing the need to maintain accessible alternatives 

to digital banking for older adults and disadvantaged communities.  

• AI in mediation: Together with Prof. Orna Rabinovich-Einy’s ERC Lab and the Dispute 

Resolution Clinic, the clinic is examining the regulation needed for the use of AI in mediation. 

The project is developing practical recommendations to protect privacy, confidentiality, fairness 

and party autonomy. The findings will be presented at a national mediators’ conference held in 

cooperation with the Israel Bar Association in November 2026. 

C. Impact Cases and Policy Work 

Ageing and digitization — ensuring the accessibility of digital services to older people: The 

project addresses the rapid shift of public, banking and commercial services online and the risk of 

excluding older adults and other disadvantaged populations. As part of the project, the clinic 

together with external experts and the Israeli Internet Association, developed a digital accessibility 

index for older adults, and submitted formal responses to proposed legislation on digital toll-road 

notices and to proposals by the Supervisor of Banks on digital banking services. The project aims to 
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promote accessible and equal digital services for populations particularly vulnerable to 

technological exclusion. Status: The index has been completed and will be published after responses 

are received from the websites reviewed. The broader project will continue next year. 

D. Impact 

Policy impact: The clinic’s work may help shape future guidelines for the use of AI in courts and 

mediation, as well as in the areas of privacy and data deletion. The clinic also submitted two formal 

responses to proposed regulation.  

Academic publication: Daniel Benoliel & Dalit Ken-Dror Feldman, The Social Cost of Artificial 

Knowledge, 2025 J.L. Tech. & Pol’y 331. 

E. Community, Outreach and Media 

• Community workshops and events: Four events, including a roundtable on smart 

transportation and AI (approx. 10 participants), a guest lecture on biometric deepfakes (approx. 

20 students), and judging at two hackathons (approx. 56 and 90 participants).  

• Conferences and lectures: Eight lectures and conference appearances on topics including AI 

and law, privacy, copyright, deepfakes, mediation and AI risks for older adults, reaching 

audiences of legal professionals, students, professionals and the public.  

• Policy meetings: Meetings with external partners to develop the digital accessibility index; a 

closed roundtable with the Central Elections Committee on election integrity in the age of AI; a 

roundtable with the Privacy Protection Authority; and a roundtable with the Ministry of 

Transport on AI regulation. 

• Media and news: Two interviews on Galei Tzahal (IDF Radio), on AI in the justice system 

and minors’ right to be forgotten (August–December 2025); Publication of an official response 

on digital notices and toll-road payments: (September 2025) (to the publication); Publication of 

an official response on the transition to digital banking services (January 2026) (to the 

publication). 

 

https://www.isoc.org.il/research/isoc-positions/digital-messeges-toll-roads-payments
https://www.isoc.org.il/isoc-positions/isoc-positions/economic-affairs-committee-and-banking-supervision
https://www.isoc.org.il/isoc-positions/isoc-positions/economic-affairs-committee-and-banking-supervision
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THE MEDIATION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION CLINIC  

Number of students: 15 

Clinical instructor: Adv. Dana Feinreich-Giloh (MSW, mediator) | Academic instructor: Prof. 

Faina Milman-Sivan 

The clinic specializes in mediation and dispute resolution, including mediations referred by the 

Small Claims Court, divorce mediations from the community, and observing conciliation 

proceedings at the Labor Court to learn from and improve mediation practices. The clinic also 

provides community training in conflict resolution and promotes dialogue between different 

communities, particularly during times of conflict and crisis. This year, its work also included 

exploring the use of artificial intelligence in mediation. 

A. Quantitative Data 

Indicator Figure 

Mediations / dispute resolution / mediation 

observations 

8 court-referred mediations + 7 divorce 

mediation inquiries from the community + 

41 conciliation proceedings observed at the 

Labor Court (approx. 20 reflection reports 

submitted) 

Community workshops / trainings 10 (at least 82 participants) 

Appearances at conferences / committees 8 (approx. 340 participants in aggregate) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several years ago, a couple with a young child came to the clinic for help arranging their 

separation. Through mediation, they reached a divorce agreement that included parenting 

arrangements, which worked well for several years. This year, they returned to the clinic after 

the father remarried and moved to another city, making the existing arrangements more difficult 

and creating new disagreements over parenting time, travel and responsibilities. Rather than 

going to court, the parents chose to return to mediation and adapt their agreement to the new 

circumstances. With a clinic student participating as part of her practical training, they discussed 

the new challenges and explored possible solutions. Although they have not yet reached a new 

agreement, both reported that the process helped them manage the disagreement through 

dialogue. The case shows how mediation can not only resolve disputes but also prevent escalation 

and help families adjust agreements when circumstances change. 
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B. Individual Casework 

•  Small Claims Court mediations: Eight mediations referred by the Small Claims Court were 

held at the clinic this year. Two students observed each mediation as part of their practical 

training and submitted reflection reports. Four mediations resulted in agreements, while four 

were returned to the court for further proceedings.  

•  Divorce mediations from the community: The clinic received seven requests for divorce 

mediation. In four cases, the other party chose not to participate; one request is still being 

considered; and two mediations are currently underway. Providing professional mediation free 

of charge makes this service accessible to people who could not otherwise afford private 

mediation.  

•  Labor Court conciliation proceedings: As part of an ongoing collaboration with the Labor 

Court, students observed approximately 41 conciliation proceedings and submitted around 20 

reflection reports. The reports are shared with the Court to support learning and improve 

services to the public. Their conclusions were presented to the President deputy of the Labor 

Court at a meeting in September 2026, and some have already been implemented. 

C. Impact Cases and Policy Work 

•  Intercommunity Dialogue and Consensus-Building Project (SLD): This project builds on a 

consensus-building process launched at the Faculty following the events of October 7, 2023. It 

includes tools for managing difficult conversations, leadership training for resilience in conflict, 

and educational videos. The project has been presented at academic institutions abroad, 

including Harvard, Cincinnati and Oregon universities, as well as at professional conferences in 

Israel. It offers a model for addressing polarization and intercommunity conflict in academic 

settings. An international version, developed under the leadership of a current clinic student and 

a former clinic student, won first place in an international intercultural dialogue 

competition in Abu Dhabi.  

•  Research on mediation and AI: Together with the Law, Technology and Cyber Clinic and 

Prof. Orna Rabinovich-Einy’s research lab on dispute resolution automation, the clinic 

distributed questionnaires examining mediators’ use of and attitudes toward AI. Four students 

conducted a literature review, and two additional students worked over the summer on AI 

platforms that could potentially be integrated into the clinic’s work. The research will be 

presented at an academic conference next semester. 
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D. Impact 

• Non-monetary outcomes: Agreements were reached in half of the mediations referred by the 

Small Claims Court; divorce mediation helped participants develop tools for managing disputes 

independently; and students’ reflection reports contributed to improving services at the Labor 

Court. 

• Policy impact: The SLD project won first place in an international intercultural dialogue 

competition. The clinic also conducted joint research on mediators’ attitudes toward AI, which 

will be presented at an academic conference next year. 

• Academic publication: Faina Milman-Sivan & Dana Feinreich-Giloh, When the Classroom 

Becomes the Conflict Zone: Clinical ADR Education as a Multilevel Transformation Agent, 74 

J. LEGAL EDUC. 226 (2025). 

E. Community, Outreach and Media 

•   Amcha: An introductory lecture for Holocaust survivors and their families in Nahariya 

(November 2025), followed by a two-session workshop in the second semester.  

•   Social workers: A three-session workshop for social workers in Kiryat Yam and Kiryat 

Shmuel.  

•   Acre Community Court: A three-session bilingual Hebrew-Arabic workshop for participants.  

•   Druze pre-military program: An Arabic-language workshop for approximately 20 

participants.  

•   Haifa Community Court: A workshop for approximately 12 participants, continuing a 

collaboration that began in 2022–2023.  

•   Reservists’ families: An online lecture for women connected to reservists in the Carmeli 

Brigade, providing tools for managing conflicts.  

•   Russian-language workshop: A workshop for approximately 18 participants at the Kiryat 

Yam Social Services Department, using a Russian translation of the materials for the first time.  

•   Women affected by violence: A workshop at a center for women affected by violence in 

northern Israel, adapted to participants’ needs.  

•   Bilingual school: A three-session bilingual workshop for approximately 20 ninth-grade 

students at the Hand in Hand school in Haifa.  

•   Prisoner Rehabilitation Authority: An Arabic-language workshop for approximately 12 

formerly incarcerated participants who had served sentences for serious offenses.  
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•   Conferences and professional events: Eight appearances at academic and professional 

conferences in Israel and abroad, including the “Gishurim” conference at Bar-Ilan University (a 

panel on mediation and AI), a diversity and inclusion conference, the launch conference of the 

Frieze Center for Shared Society in Haifa, and negotiation training for mediators from Haifa’s 

Community Mediation Center.  

•   International student visit: The clinic hosted a group of law students from an academic 

institution abroad for a joint learning activity (December 2025).  

•   Social media: The clinic maintained an active Facebook page, with 30 posts and 

approximately 14,500 total views. 
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THE LEGAL AID IN WARTIME CLINIC 

Number of students: 8 (half clinic) 

Clinical instructor: Adv. Bar Shoham (MSW) | Academic instructor: Dr. Lihi Yona 

The clinic was established to provide legal aid and representation to populations affected by the 

Iron Swords War and the events of October 7, 2023, including wounded and disabled IDF veterans, 

bereaved families, evacuees, reserve soldiers, survivors of the attacks, and their families. Alongside 

individual representation, the clinic also promotes policy change on issues affecting victims of 

hostile acts. 

A. Quantitative Data 

Indicator Figure 

Total matters handled 35  

Of these, active representation before judicial 

and quasi-judicial tribunals 
8 

Demand letters / applications to authorities 16 

Position papers / policy documents 1 

Rights guide published 1 

Active impact litigation cases 3 

Appearances at conferences / committees 1 

One of the clinic’s clients experienced one of the most harrowing moments imaginable. On 

the morning of October 7, she was speaking with her mother on the phone when terrorists 

broke into her mother’s home. The call was abruptly disconnected, and shortly afterwards 

the terrorists uploaded to her mother’s Facebook page a video documenting her murder. Our 

client and her children watched the horrific footage online, suffering profound psychological 

trauma that continues to affect their daily lives. Her application for recognition as a victim 

of a hostile act was rejected because she had not been physically present at the scene. The 

clinic filed an appeal on her behalf, alongside two similar cases, arguing that severe 

psychological harm caused by direct digital exposure to acts of terror should also be 

recognized under Israeli law. The appeals are currently pending before the court. 



 32 

 

B. Individual Casework 

• Recognition of victims of hostile acts for individuals exposed to the events of October 7 

through digital means: The clinic represented three clients who suffered severe psychological 

trauma after witnessing terrorist attacks against family members in real time — through social 

media or phone calls that were cut off during the attacks. Their claims for recognition as victims 

of hostile acts had been rejected because they were not physically present at the scene, despite the 

direct and severe psychological harm they experienced. The Attorney General has submitted a 

position on the principled legal issue, and the Court’s decisions are pending. 

• Representation of three Nova festival survivors before the National Insurance Institute and 

employers: The clinic represented three Nova festival survivors in proceedings before medical 

committees and in appeals to increase disability ratings and obtain temporary recognition. 

Representation also included securing a financial and therapeutic grant, negotiating compensation 

from a former employer, and identifying eligibility for an additional financial-therapeutic grant 

that one client had been unaware of, which was submitted just before the application deadline. 

• Representation of a reserve soldier in an appeal against the denial of recognition of post-

traumatic stress disorder: The clinic filed an appeal against the Rehabilitation Department’s 

decision denying recognition of PTSD, alongside a request for reconsideration based on new 

evidence that had not been available when the original decision was made. The appeal was 

withdrawn by agreement to allow the new request to be examined.  

• Employment claim on behalf of an evacuee: In cooperation with the clinic for the Rights of 

Older Adults and Holocaust Survivors at Bar-Ilan University, the clinic represented an evacuee 

who had not received wages during a period of unpaid leave following the outbreak of the war. 

After mediation proceedings and document disclosure, the case concluded by agreement without 

costs.  

C. Impact Cases and Policy Work 

• Amendment of the Benefits for Victims of Hostile Acts Law, 1970: In partnership with 

several civil society organizations, the clinic is advancing a legislative proposal to update the 

Benefits for Victims of Hostile Acts Law, 1970, which no longer reflects the realities of the 

current war. The proposal includes recognition of psychological harm caused by digital 

exposure to terrorist attacks and expands eligibility to groups currently excluded from the law, 

including bereaved siblings and family caregivers. The proposal has been approved by all 

partners and is currently being advanced before the Knesset. In addition, a partnership 



 33 

conference was held ahead of the election period with representatives and candidates from 

various political parties.  

• Mapping the needs of bereaved siblings: Initiated by a Clinic student, this project addresses 

the limited support currently available to bereaved siblings compared to other immediate family 

members. A questionnaire has been developed and validated to identify unmet needs and will be 

distributed at the beginning of the coming academic year as the basis for future policy 

recommendations. 

• Improving access to protected spaces in Arab communities along the northern border: In 

partnership with Sikkuy-Aufoq and the Sadad Center, the clinic is developing a rights-

realization project to assist residents of Arab communities in navigating the application process 

for protected spaces, while addressing documentation and language barriers. The project is 

currently being established, including training students ahead of fieldwork. 

• Continued monitoring of housing grants for evacuees: Following a petition filed in the 

previous academic year by the Human Rights in Civil Proceedings Clinic, which led to changes 

in the eligibility criteria for housing grants, the clinic continued assisting additional evacuees 

who had received grants without written reasoning or an opportunity to appeal, while exploring 

the possibility of requesting retroactive changes of address. 

D. Impact 

• Financial impact: At least NIS 159,400 was recovered or secured for clients through 

compensation from employers, National Insurance grants, debt cancellation, military recognition 

grants, and reimbursement of phishing-related financial losses. In addition, the clinic secured 

ongoing monthly benefits, and in another case reduced the settlement amount payable by a client. 

• Non-monetary outcomes: Increased disability ratings for Nova survivors, temporary 

recognition, and recognition of post-traumatic stress disorder for a reserve soldier. 

• Policy impact: Advancement of a legislative proposal to amend the Benefits for Victims of 

Hostile Acts Law.  

E. Community, Outreach and Media 

• Rights guide: The Clinic published a rights guide during Operation Rising Lion (March 2026), 

providing answers to frequently asked questions on employment law, property tax, and National 

Insurance rights during the emergency period. The guide was widely distributed and generated 

new inquiries to the clinic.  
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• Conference: The launch conference of the Or BaOfek partnership was held at the President’s 

Residence in October 2025, marking the beginning of the joint initiative to amend the Benefits 

for Victims of Hostile Acts Law.  

• Public awareness: A Memorial Day post, published together with a partner organization, 

highlighted the issue of digital exposure to the events of October 7. 

• Media coverage: The clinic’s work on the digital exposure cases was featured in Maariv and 

Walla, highlighting both the legal proceedings and the clinic’s broader advocacy on behalf of 

victims of hostile acts. 

 

https://www.maariv.co.il/news/israel/article-1315496
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3859399
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THE PUBLIC DEFENDER’S OFFICE AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

SYSTEM CLINIC 

Number of students: 14 

Clinical instructor: Adv. Sharon Ringer 

The Public Defender Clinic operates in partnership with the Israeli Public Defender’s Office, 

established under the Public Defender Law, 1995, which provides legal representation to criminal 

defendants and suspects who are entitled to publicly funded legal counsel. Among those most 

commonly represented by the Public Defender’s Office are individuals of limited financial means, 

minors, and persons with disabilities. 

Unlike the Faculty’s other clinics, where students work directly under the supervision of the clinical 

instructor, students in the Public Defender Clinic are paired with practicing public defenders who 

represent defendants and detainees in criminal proceedings before various courts. Throughout the 

academic year, students accompany the attorneys to court hearings, client meetings, and meetings 

with prosecutors, while assisting with legal research, case preparation, and the defense of suspects 

and defendants. 

The practical work exposes students to significant emotional challenges. On the one hand, they 

begin the clinic with a strong commitment to human rights, the right to legal representation, and due 

process. On the other hand, many encounter for the first time the realities of criminal litigation, 

including victims’ statements and video evidence from crime scenes. Processing these experiences, 

and reflecting on the role and ethical responsibilities of criminal defense lawyers, forms an integral 

part of the clinic’s classroom discussions. 

The academic component of the clinic explores the legal and ethical dilemmas faced by public 

defenders through case law, legislation, academic literature, and films illustrating these issues. 

Students also study criminal procedure, the rights of suspects and defendants, and the professional 

and ethical duties of criminal defense lawyers. 

During the year, students also attended guest lectures by Adv. Tal Ben-Even, former investigator at 

Lahav 433; Adv. Yaniv Manor; Uri Shalev, spokesperson for the Public Defender’s Office, on law 

and the media; and Adv. Liron Malka, on the defense of sexual offense cases. 
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***                                    

As we conclude this Annual Report, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to the foundations, 

organizations, and donors whose support makes the work of the Legal Clinics possible, including the 

Weil-Bloch Foundation, the David Berg Foundation, the Galileo Foundation, the Bader Foundation, 

and the Class Action Fund. We also extend our heartfelt thanks to our private donors, including Mr. 

Qassem Abu Al-Hija, grandfather of the late Shada Khatib, for his generous support. 

The generosity of our partners and supporters enables us to expand the Clinics’ activities, develop 

innovative initiatives, provide high-quality legal assistance to those who need it most, and educate 

the next generation of lawyers committed to professional excellence, public service, and social 

justice. 
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