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A vendor-nentral citation contains no proprietary data efements and 141 P70 272 W1 .43
makes no reference to a proprietary publication. Thus the reporter citation 100 F.2d 200,
201 is not vendor-neutral for two reasons. First, the citation directs a researcher to 2 West
publication containing the case. Second, West claims a proprietary interest in its pinpoint
pagination. By contrast, 100 Ark. 200, 201 is vendor-neutral because no proprietary claim
clouds the use of any data element in the citation and because no private party owns
the Arkansas Reports. The term “public domain citation™ also appears in debates about
citation reform. However, any difference between the terms “vendor-neutral citation” and
“public domain citation” may not represent a useful distinction, since the absence of any
Jproprietary control is the critical component of both concepts

A medium-neutral citation consists of data elements which have intellectual %K1 Q% 44
or locational relevance without regard to the physical medium in which a document is
fixed. By this test, the citation 100 Ark. 200, 201 is not medium-neutral because the data
elements representing the volume and page where the case is found are relevant only in

a printed medium and have no natural meaning in electronic formats. Redefining cases in
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medium-neutral terms is possible by assigning a chronological accession number to each
case. Thus the sixth opinion issued by the United States Supreme Court in 1996 can be
cited in medium-neutral terms as 1996 US 6. The data elements of this citation retain their
.meaning in any physical format in which the case is published
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