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Parliamentarians can push for time-bound provisions within a bill through
sunset clauses. With emergency measures potentially limiting civil liberties
on an unprecedented scale and centralising power in the Executive and
government authorities, it is crucial that Emergency Legislation does not
continue indefinitely and beyond necessity.25
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it is considered best practice that emergency provisions have a fixed time
limit and are lifted when the situation improves. We consider a country at
medium risk if no such sunset clause exists and the legislature [...] cannot
force the executive to relinquish expanded powers.26
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27; Parliaments in Partnership

The examples of approaches to emergency measures to deal with crises
demonstrate the importance of: (a) limitation of emergency powers
provisions to the minimum necessary to safeguard public health without
infringing unnecessarily on other human rights, such as freedom of speech;
(b) time-limitation of emergency powers and automatic expiry unless
explicitly renewed by vote of parliament; and (c) careful parliamentary
consideration of the powers required, with willingness to reduce or restrict
government-requested powers where these are considered excessive or
potentially unjust to certain citizens.
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