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..[p]rocess of systematic stercotyping of and discrimination
against people becausc they are old, just as racism and
sexism accomplish this for skin colour and gender. Old
people are categorized as senile, rigid in thought and
manner, old-fashioned in morality and skills."®*

JNPIA 2D M 2 PRanD e nptran DA apdnn anY nIpnn a1
—*3 NOMA 30K 7°257 210 52 X OPOp

Ageism is a set of belicfs originated in the biological
variation between people and relating to the ageing
proccss; and It is in the actions of corporate bodies, what
is said and donc by their representatives, and the
resulting views that arc held by ordinary ageing people,
that ageism is made manifest. In consequence of this, it
follows that: a). Agcism generates and reinforces a fear
and denigration of the agcing process, and stercotyping
presumptions regarding competence and the necd for
protection. b). In particular, ageism legitimates the use
of chronological age to mark out classes of people who
are systematically denied resources and opportunities
that others enjoy, and who suffer the consequences of

RoOBERT N. BUTLER & {710 ©OINR \BILL BYTHEWAY, AGEISM 30 (1995) 2RI 168
Mirna I LEWIS, AGING AND MENTAL HEALTH {(1973)
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such denigration, ranging from well-meaning patronage
to unambiguous vilification,'®
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