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unacceptable constraint only acknowledges that the government
may no more use social pressure to enforce orthodoxy than it
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[s]o long as democratic theory and practice were dominated
by the laissez-faire approach of classical liberalism, the effects
of nonestablishment were relatively minor. The church lost
its privileged position, but the field was left fully open for its
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operation as a purely voluntary force. The abandonment of
laissez-faire has changed the situation drastically. The erosion
of the private sector attendant upon the intrusion of the state into
all walks of life has directly and materially affected church-state
relations.*
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Traditional Judaism... relied heavily on what God “told” them... Theologians
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makes known to us; God reveals it to us. For traditional Judaism, God’s
revelation is the Torah... liberal Jews have a different view of revelation.
We place very much more weight than our tradition did on the human role in
creating religion. We are also much less certain about exactly what God has
revealed to us. Thus, we also have a more positive appreciation of changes in
religious ideas.
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old rule need not be preserved in order to honor a past discipline.
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“Waldron regrets the fact that I do not regard autonomy as a universal value.
But he gives no reason to think that it is a universal value. To be a universal
value it must be the case that people who lack personal autonomy cannot be
completely well-off, or have a completely good life. I offered my version of
an essentially Aristotelian account of well-being according to which it consists
in successful pursuit of worthwhile activities in a life free from repression of
important aspects of one’s personality. I think that there were, and there can be,
non-repressive societies, and ones which enable people to spend their lives in
worthwhile pursuits, even though their pursuits and the options open to them
are not subject to individual choice.”
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“If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no
official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics,
nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion Or force citizens to confess
by word or act their faith therein.”
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There is, first, the external threat. The state may seek to impose
its authority and values upon religion in order to advance its
own secular, perhaps even anti-religious ends Erastianism.'5

Quentin Skinner, The Foundations of Modern Political Thought (Cambridge University .148
Press, 1978), 27-34
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way for state to corrupt religion—to co-opt it, to drain it of its prophetic potential —is to
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