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Formalism can accordingly be summed up as proffering the possibility of
an “immanent moral rationality”. Each term in this phrase corresponds to
one of the three features in Unger’s description. The first feature, that
law has a distinctive rationality, expresses the formalist conception of
law negatively through a contrast with political justification. The second,
the immancnt operation of legal rationality, characterizes law’s
distinctiveness affirmatively through the claim that the content of law is
elaborated from within. The third asserts the moral dimension of this
rationality, ascribing normative force to its application.
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