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The liberal conception of equality is a principle of political
organization that is required by justice, not a way of life for
individuals, and liberals, as such, are indifferent as to whether
people choose to ... behave as liberals are supposed to prefer.’’
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Only one answer is consistent with the ideals of political
equality: that no one may be prevented from influencing the
shared moral environment, through his own private choices,
tastes, opinions, and example, just because these tastes or
opinions disgust those who have the power to shut him up or
lock him up. Of course, the ways in which anyone may exercise
that influence must be limited in order to protect the security
and interests of others. People may not try to mold the moral
climate by intimidating women with sexual demands or by
burning a cross on a black family’s lawn, or by refusing to hire
women or blacks at all, or by making their working conditions
so humiliating as to be intolerable. But we cannot count, among
the kinds of interests that may be protected in this way, a right
not to be insulted or damaged just by the fact that others have
hostile or uncongenial tastes, or that they are free to express or
indulge them in private.”
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“In case of contradiction between any term of the Convention
and the norms of islamic law, the Kingdom is not under obligation

to observe the contradictory terms of the Convention”.'3*
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Articles 2 and 16 are considered by the Committee to be core provisions
of the Convention. Although some States parties have withdrawn
reservations to those articles, the Committee is particularly concerned
at the number and extent of reservations entered to those articles [...]
The Committee also remains convinced that reservations to article 16,
whether lodged for national, traditional, religious or cultural reasons,
are incompatible with the Convention and therefore impermissible and
should be reviewed and modified or withdrawn.
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