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Any public officer who commits a breach of trust or fraud in a
matter affecting the public is gutlty of an indictable offence at
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common law even though the same conduct if in a private
transaction would, as between individuals, have given rise only
to a civil action#
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Public officials who profit from prospective governmental
action or from the wse of confidential information to which
they have access only for official purposes clearly represent a
threat to the proper functioning of government. Such conduct
undermines... public confidence. It also creates an incentive to
tailor governmental behavior to private benefit rather than
public good.
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