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‘Rule Forty-two. All persons more than a mile high to leave the court.’
Everybody looked at Alice.

‘T'm not a mile high’, said Alice.

“You are,” said the King.

‘Nearly two miles high,” added the Queen.

*Well, I shan’t go, at any rate,” said Alice: /
‘besides, that’s not a regular rule...’

(Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass)
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War is man's work. Biological convergence on the
battlefield would not only be dissatisfying in terms of what
women could do, but it would be an enormous
psychological distraction for the male who wants to think
that he is fighting for that woman somewhere behind...
When you get right down to it, you have to protect the
manliness of war.33
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Combat is... killing or capturing the enemy. It's Killing.
And it’s done in an environment that is often as difficult as
imagine. Extremes of climate. Brutality. Death. Dying. ...
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And Women can’t do it! Nor should they even be thought of
as doing it. The requirements for strength and endurance
render them unable to do it. And I may be old-fashioned, but
I think the very nature of women disgualifies them from
doing it. Women give life. Sustain life. Nurture life. They
don’t take it.34
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Even if the reality of statistics and performance tests show
women are a perfectly good investment. there are still the
thousands of years of Western military tradition. Beyond
supposed statement of practicality - ‘it would cost too much
to adapt ships’- or ‘men and women can’t share a tent’ — lie
moral and social qualms. 38
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Women have crossed the sexual barriers preventing them
from becoming fire fighters, armed police officers, miners
and even prime ministers, so why not front-line soldiers?
Apart from the priesthood, the military is the only
institution still standing up to the onslaught. Its instincts to
resist rest on thousands of years of tradition and deeply held
beliefs.

Secretly, it still believes weaker bodies are a sign of weak
minds. But coming to the end of the millennium, as a new
order begins and old values fade, the belief that anatomy is
destiny may fade too.55
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