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If D shoots X with intent to kill, because X is making amurderous attack on
him and thisis the only way in which he can preserve his own life, he does
not intend an actus reus (in the broader sense, above), for to kill in these
circumstancesisjustified. If, however, D misses X and inadvertently killsV,
an innocent bystander, he does cause an actus reus, but he is not guilty of
murder for thereis no mensrea (in the broader sense) to transfer; the result
which he intended was a perfectly lawful one.87
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