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The Commission expressed particular concern that the proposed
restrictionsmay violate France'sinternational human rights commitments.
The Commission also stated that though increased immigration in France
in recent years has created new challenges for the French government,
including integration of these immigrantsinto French society as well as
problems of public order, these challenges should be addressed directly,
and not by inappropriately limiting the right to freedom of thought,
conscience, religion, and belief. The French government’ s promotion of
its understanding of the principle of secularism should not result in
violationsof theinternationally recognized individual right to freedom of
religion or belief.122
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