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time for defenseis now... This requirement distinguished self-defense from theillegal
use of force in two temporarily related ways. A preemptive strike against a feared
aggressor isillegal force used too soon; and retaliation against a successful aggressor is
.illegal force used too late”
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Retaliation isthe standard case of “taking thelaw into one’' sown hands’.
There is no way, under the law, to justify killing batterer or arapist as
retaliation or revenge, however much sympathy there may be for the
wife.23
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