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[A] common characteristic of virtually all the approaches to the ethics of
socia arrangements that have stood the test of time is to want equality of
something.83

| believe that we are now united in accepting the abstract egalitarian
principle: government must act to make the lives of those it governs better
lives, and it must show egual concern for the life of each. Anyone who
accepts that abstract principle accepts equality as a political ideal, and
though equality, as | said, admits of different conceptions, these different
conceptions are competing interpretations of that principle.4

We areadll egdlitarians; we believe in basic equality... We are just not quite
clear about what exactly it is we have committed ourselves to.83
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