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ought generally not to harm other persons. Non-combatant immunity says
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harming anyone. Thisis as fundamental, and as straightforward, and as
nearly non-controversial, as moral principles can get.!2
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“Although [McMahan] tries to rebut bin Laden’s arguments, their :(211 'nya ,16

similarity to his own is inescapable: American noncombatants are permissible targets

because they are responsible for the wars that their governments fight. They vote for

those governments, pay the taxesthat buy the weapons, produce, sustain and support the

combatants who do the fighting. McMahan responds that bin Laden’s argument is

nx 77 7Y Lflawed... responsibility must rise to a higher level to justify liability...”

“The claim about responsibility thresholdsisinconsistent : (212 'ny2,aw) 7173 113707

with McMahan's other arguments, according to which even a slight degree of moral

responsibility is sufficient for liability. [Thus,] if the liability bar is raised to protect
.noncombatants, it will also protect many combatants”

D nyY 757 PDOM R WW RYK 3T 711210 0°02 7Y [I0pH YW INTAY DR IMTIW IR 03 32

“But we do not have to choose, in ordinary life, between what the morally best .2%21v

laws permit and require and what morality permits and requires, because morality

requires that, where we need laws, we formulate the best laws and then follow them
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...inthe absence of regulatory institutions of theright kind, the conditions
for free and fair agreements will be eroded over time through the
uncoordinated interaction of agents.4?
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.DAVID GAUTHIER, MORALSBY AGREEMENT ch. 7 (1987) : 93X 1y 0 nna1Tn 41

MIRY=P2T PINT 3 IR, THOMAS W. POGGE, REALIZING RAWLS pt. 3 (1989) : 187 42
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’19¥2,0W .accept its military bases and advisers... to open their doors for its exports...”
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International Relations, in INTERNATIONAL ETHICS 3, 13 (Charles Beitz, Marshall
.Cohen, Thomas Scanlon & A. John Simmons eds., 1985)
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5w 72077 .Louis HENKIN, How NATIONS BEHAVE 47 (2nd ed. 1979) :1X1 .the time”
“ States perceive : P YW NIPATY W 19IXA 71D 777V ¥R PRITY AvDIND pIID
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