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The peculiar evil of silencing the expression of
an opinion is, that it is robbing the human race;
posterity as well as the existing generation; those who
dissent from the opinion, still more than those who
hold it. If the opinicn is right, they are deprived of
the opportunity of exchanging error for truth; if
wrong, they lose, what is almost as great a benefit,
the clearer perception and livelier impression of truth,
produced by its collision with error.

John Stuart Mill Or Liberty (1859)
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hitpfeartyamerica.com/earlyamerica/milestones/sedition/ 45

Thomas Jefferson "Inavgural Address”, 4 March 1801, reprinted in The Portable 46
Jhomas Jefferson (New York, Merrill 1D, Peterson ed., 1975) 200295

Mill, supre note 1; Paul A. Pagsavant No Excape: Freedom of Speech and the 47
Paradox of Rights (New York, 2003) ch. 3, pp. 86-109
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"To read the story of American official and popular attitudes roward our allegedly 48
highly valued freedoms during World War [ is to conclude that the country was
overrim with vicious morons. Some of the morons were judges, legislators, and
bureaucrats. Others arose from the masses, s0 to speak, to demand that the
people make political war on themselves, the betécr to fight those terrible
Germans, On any fair reading of the period, there was probably more real
freedom of speech in Germany and in the German Reichstag in the same years
than in the 'home of the free' or the World's Greatest (and Least) Deliberative
Body.” Joseph R, Stromberg "Remembering with Astonishment Woodrow
Wilson's Reign of Terror in Defense of 'Freedom™ (£8.9.2001) http:ffwwsw.
{LewRockwell. com

Schenk v, United States 249 U5, 47 (1919} 49

GAbrahms v. United States 250 US. 616 (1918) 50

Scopes v. State of Tennessee 154 Tenn. 105 (1925) 51

Whitney v. California 274 U.8. 357 (1927) 52

Thomas L. Tedford & Dale A, Herbeck Freedom of Speech in the United States 53
(State College, PA, 5th ed., 2005); Edward 1. Larson Summer for the Gods: The
Scopes Trial and America'’s Continuing Debate over Science and Religion (New
York, 1997)
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"Jeder Deutsche hat das Recht, innerbalb der Schranken der allgemeinen Gesetze
seine Meinung durch Wort, Schrift, Druck, Bild nder tn sonstiger Weise frel zu
acussern..,
Eine Zensur findet nicht statt, doch koennen fuer Lichtspiele dorch Gesetz
abweichende Bestimmungen getroffen werden, Auch sind zur Bekaempfung der
Schuld- und Schmutzliteratur... gesetzliche Masspahmen zolaessig.”
"Die Wuerde des Menschen ist unantastbar. Sic zu achten wnd 2u schuetzen ist 60

Yerpflichtung zller staatlichen Gewalt"
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(1) Jeder hat das Recht, seine Meinung in Wort, Schrift und Bild frei zu
aeussern und zu verbreiten und sich aus allgemein zugaenglichen Quellen
ungehindert zu unterrichten. Die Pressefreiheit der Berichterstattung durch
Rundfunk und Film warden gewaehrteistet. Eine Zensur findet nicht stat.

(23 Diese Rechte finden ihre Schranken in den Vorschriften det allgemeinen
Gesetze, den gesetzlichen Bestimmungen zum Schutze der Jugend und in
dem Recht der persoenlichen Ehre.

(3) Kunst und Wissenschaft, Forschung und Lehre sind frei. Die Freiheit der
Lehre entbindet nicht von der Treve zur Verfassung.”
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