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The pragmatic method... is to try and inferpret each notion by tracing its
respective practical consequences, What difference would it practically make

. Fd
to anyone if this notion rather than that notion were true?
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The “method” of... a revolutionary science... is to redescribe lots
and lots of things in new ways, until you have created a pattern
of lingtistic behavior which will tempt the rising generation to
adopt il... {It] works holistically and pragmatically. It says some-
thing like “try thinking of it this way” — or more specifically,
“try to ignore the apparently futile traditional questions by sub-
stituting the following new and possibly interesting questions”...
but it does not argue for this suggestion on the basis of anteced-
ent criteria common to the old and the new language games. For
just insofar as the new language really is new, there will be no
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such criteria.
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Western conceptions of rationality have been dominated by one image: that of
the balance. According to this image, human rationality rests essentially on our
capacity of weighing... Ideally, in a rational human being the Balance of Reason
is the cngine that activates and control all beliefs. preferences, decisions and

actions.
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Marcelo Dascal, The Balance of Reason, in Locic, THOUGHT, AND AcTion 27 (Daniel
Vanderveken cd., 2003), ’
10w L7125 ARIMA 03 W
If we had a balance of reasoners, where the arguments presented in favor and
against the case were weighed precisely and the verdict could be pronounced in
tavor of the most inclined scale.., [we would have] a more valuable art than the
miraculous seience of producing gold.
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Preeminently indeterminate, indistinet, and confused, on every occasion, is the
langeage in which, to the purpose in question, application is made to the image
of the balance; and on every occasion, when thus steadily looked mto, it will be
found to be neither better or worse than so much nonsense, Nothing can it serve
for the justification of: nothing can it serve for the explanation of.
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. A willingness to face up the contingency of the language we use... leads to a
' picture of intellectual and moral progress as a history of increasingly useful
metaphors rather than of increasing understanding of how things really are.
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