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"..the lack of logic [of this doctrine] is quite apparent. But it
is a commonplace observation that illogical systems of
government often achieve better results than those which are
strictly logical. The law giving exemplary damages is an
outgrowth of the English love of liberty regulated by law. It
tends to elevate the jury as a responsible instrument of
government, discourages private reprisals, restrains the
strong, influential, and unscrupulous, vindicates the right of
the weak, and encourages recourse to, and confidence in, the
courts of law by those wronged or oppressed by acts or
practices not cognizable in, or not sufficiently punished, by
the criminal law."!
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