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"Faced with potential liability for each message republished by
their services, interactive computer service providers might
choose to severely restrict the number and type of messages
posted. Congress considered the weight of the speech interests
implicated and chose to immunize service providers to avoid
any such restrictive effect".3?
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"The amount of information communicated via interactive computer $331 ,0% 87
services is therefore staggering. The specter of tort liability in an area of such
prolific speech would have an obvious chilling effect. It would be impossible for
service providers to screen each of their millions of postings for possible problems™;
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"It Usenet servers were responsible for screening all messages
coming through their systems, this could have a serious
chilling effect on what some say may turn out to be the best
public forum for free speech yet devised". s
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"While the court agrees that an overbroad injunction might implicate the
First Amendment... imposing liability for infringement where it is
otherwise appropriate docs not necessarily raise a First Amendment issue.
...the court is not convinced that Usenet servers are directly liable for
causing a copy to be made, and absent evidence of knowledge and
participation or control and direct profit, they will not be contributorily or
vicariously liable. If Usenet servers were responsible for screening all
messages coming through their systems, this could have a serious chilling
effect on what some say may turn out to be the best public forum for free
speech yet devised" (v ,0w).
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